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Wallenberg may have survived after 1947, and 
his fate remains shrouded in mystery to this 
day. He has since become the subject of nu-
merous humanitarian honors, including that of 
Yad Vashem’s ‘‘Righteous among the Na-
tions;’’ has been named an honorary citizen of 
the United States, Canada, and Israel; and 
has been memorialized through countless 
monuments, statues, works of art, social insti-
tutions, and street names around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Raoul Wallenberg and his col-
leagues in the Swedish Legation saved at 
least 100,000 Jews in Hungary from extermi-
nation, including the late Congressman Tom 
Lantos and his wife Annette. As we celebrate 
the centennial of Wallenberg’s birth, let his 
story inspire and embolden our ongoing efforts 
to bring an end to discrimination and hate-in-
spired violence in our communities through 
greater leadership and cooperation among all 
peoples. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MAGOS 
HUNGARIAN FOLK BAND 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Magos Hungarian Folk Band, 
and welcome them to Cleveland, Ohio, for 
their performance at St. Emeric’s Church Hall 
on April 29, 2012. 

The Magos Band’s philosophy is to learn 
and present Hungarian folk music in its ar-
chaic form and perform it to the young genera-
tion. Their music is classified as Táncház, 
drawing inspiration from the Carpathian basin, 
including Hungary, Transylvania and parts of 
Slovakia. 

The Magos Hungarian Folk Band is com-
prised of violinists Csaba Soós and Márton 
Kovács, Dávid Horváth on bass, Tamás 
Enyedi on cimbalom, Márton Fekete playing 
the brácsa, and vocals by Ágnes Enyedi. The 
band gained fame after winning the 2011 
Folkbeats Competition in Budapest, Hungary. 
Their prize was a concert tour of North Amer-
ica. In addition to a concert, the Magos Band 
will also be hosting a traditional Hungarian 
dance party after each of their shows. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the Magos Hungarian Folk 
Band and welcoming them to the City of 
Cleveland. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘JOHN 
HOPE FRANKLIN TULSA-GREEN-
WOOD RIOT ACCOUNTABILITY 
ACT’’ 
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OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to introduce the ‘‘John Hope Franklin Tulsa- 
Greenwood Riot Accountability Act of 2012,’’ 
along with Representative NADLER, and addi-
tional cosponsors. This legislation will create a 

Federal cause of action to allow the survivors 
of the Tulsa-Greenwood Riot of 1921 to seek 
a determination on the merits of their civil 
rights and other claims against the perpetra-
tors of the Riot in a Federal court of law. 

This legislation is named in honor of the late 
Dr. John Hope Franklin, the noted historian, 
who was a first-hand witness to the destruc-
tive impact that the riot had on the African- 
American community of Tulsa. Dr. Franklin 
made numerous scholarly contributions to the 
understanding of the long term effects of the 
riot on the city and worked to keep the issue 
alive in history and on the minds of policy-
makers. On April 24, 2007, he served as a 
witness, testifying in favor of the legislation, 
and its passage would be a fitting tribute to his 
memory and to a community which has never 
received its fair day in court. 

The Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, was one of the nation’s most pros-
perous African-American communities entering 
the decade of the Nineteen Twenties. Serving 
over 8000 residents, the community boasted 
two newspapers, over a dozen churches, and 
hundreds of African-American-owned busi-
nesses, with the commercial district known na-
tionally as the ‘‘Negro Wall Street.’’ In May 
1921, all that came to an end as 42 square 
blocks of the community were burned to the 
ground and up to 300 of its residents were 
killed by a racist mob. In the wake of the vio-
lence, the State and local governments 
quashed claims for redress and effectively 
erased the incident from official memory. 

The 1921 Tulsa Race Riot was one of the 
most destructive and costly attacks upon an 
American community in our nation’s history. 
However, no convictions were obtained for the 
incidents of murder, arson or larceny con-
nected with the riot, and none of the more 
than 100 contemporaneously filed lawsuits by 
residents and property owners were success-
ful in recovering damages from insurance 
companies to assist in the reconstruction of 
the community. 

The case of the Tulsa-Greenwood Riot vic-
tims is worthy of Congressional attention be-
cause substantial evidence suggests that gov-
ernmental officials deputized and armed the 
mob and that the National Guard joined in the 
destruction. The report commissioned by the 
Oklahoma State Legislature in 1997, and pub-
lished in 2001, uncovered new information and 
detailed, for the first time, the extent of the in-
volvement by the State and city government in 
prosecuting and erasing evidence of the riot. 
This new evidence was crucial for the formula-
tion of a substantial case, but its timeliness 
raised issues at law, and resulted in a dis-
missal on statute of limitation grounds. In dis-
missing the survivor’s claims, however, the 
Court found that extraordinary circumstances 
might support extending the statute of limita-
tions, but that Congress did not establish rules 
applicable to the case at bar. With this legisla-
tion, we have the opportunity to provide clo-
sure for a group of claimants—many over 100 
years old—and the ability close the book on a 
tragic chapter in history. 

Racism, and its violent manifestations, are 
part of our nation’s past that we cannot avoid. 
With the prosecution of historical civil rights 
claims, both civil and criminal, we encourage 
a process of truth and reconciliation which can 
heal historic wounds. In this case, the Court 

took ‘‘no great comfort’’ in finding that there 
was no legal avenue through which the plain-
tiffs could bring their claims. The ‘‘Tulsa- 
Greenwood Riot Accountability Act’’ would 
simply give Tulsans and all Oklahomans, 
white and black, victims and non-victims, their 
day in court. Without that opportunity, we will 
all continue to be victims of our past. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. GINA 
THOMPSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mrs. Gina Thompson, a sup-
porter and leading voice for environmental, so-
cial and political improvement. 

Gina was born on January 28, 1938 in Los 
Angeles, California. She was raised by her 
mother, Greta and stepfather, William Dooling. 
Gina attended Santa Monica College and 
soon after married Ed Angell. They had a son, 
Christopher. 

Several years later, Gina remarried her hus-
band of 55 years, John Thompson. While the 
family of three was living in Malibu, Gina was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. She vowed that 
if she overcame the disease, she would de-
vote her life to helping others. This is when 
Gina’s career in philanthropy blossomed. 

Beginning as a volunteer, Gina was ulti-
mately appointed the executive director of the 
Center for the Healing Arts in Los Angeles. 
She eventually went on to the same position 
with The Hermes Project before to Nicasio, 
California. She continued her work with non- 
profit organizations as the executive director 
for the Dharma Foundation. 

Gina was also extremely involved in politics, 
and served as a fundraiser and organizer for 
both my own and President Obama’s cam-
paigns. Spirituality was another aspect that 
was important in Gina’s life. She was a fund-
raiser for Spirit Rock Meditation Center and 
assisted master Mingtogn Gu in bringing the 
Wisdom Healing Qigong Center to Petaluma. 

I offer my condolences to her husband, 
John Thompson and son, Christopher Angell. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life of Mrs. Gina Thompson. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,675,791,363,404.17. We’ve 
added $5,048,914,314,491.09 to our debt in 
just over 3 years. This is debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 
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